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gilt cup that was pawned for 10s., and clapped him in the gaol.
April 22. Being the first of the term, there was a great change in Westminster Hall of the judges ; there was a new Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and another new judge there ; a new Lord Chief Baron ; in fine, four new judges of all courts. This made the greater noise, because several of those turned out were knowing and loyal gentlemen, and their crime was only tins—that they would not give their opinions,.as most of the rest had done, that the King by his prerogative might dispense with the taking of the test to Roman Catholics.
April 23. I was informed by Mr. Jones, son to the late Chief Justice, lately turned out, that his father told the King, at his dismission, that he was not sorry for himself to be laid aside, being old and worn out in his service, but that his Majesty should expect such a construction of the law from him as he could not honestly give; and that none but indigent, ignorant, or ambitious people would give their judgments as he expected ; that his Majesty replied it was necessary his judges should be of one mind. He told 'me further that Sir Robert Sawyer, the Attorney-General, had been directed by the King to draw a warrant, by virtue of his prerogative, for a priest of the Church of Borne being put into a benefice, and for one Walker, master of a college in Oxford, and some more fellows of the same college, turned papists, to bo confirmed master and fellows, by non obstante. The Attorney said that would be against not only one statute, but all the laws since the time of Queen Elizabeth ; that he durst not do it, and desired the King would consider of it, since this struck at the root of the Protestant Church, which was contrary to his Majesty's late gracious promise. The Attorney said further that as soon as one could be found that would do it, he expected to lose his place. Such power had the council of priests over his Majesty.